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WORLD PREMIERE CHILDREN’S PLAY, THE MYSTERY OF THE PIRATE GHOST,
ADAPTATION OF POPULAR GEOFFREY HAYES BOOK,

OPENS SUNDAY, JAN. 13,2013 AT 1 P.M. AT LIFELINE THEATRE
Chicago Playwright S. Thomasin Barsotti Makes Her Lifeline Theatre Adapting
Debut Plus Stories Come Alive! Hour Workshops Every Saturday and Sunday During
the Run
CHICAGO - Lifeline Theatre’s KidSeries presents The Mystery of the Pirate Ghost, a children’s play
based on the book by Geoffrey Hayes. The production is adapted by S. Thomasin Barsotti (Resident
Playwright at Chicago Dramatists, company member of WildClaw Theatre and Curious Theatre Branch,

and artistic associate of Collaboraction), and directed by ensemble member Paul S. Holmquist (Non-
Equity Jeff Award nominated director). A burglar is at large in Boogle Bay and the prime suspect is
none other than the ghost of the infamous pirate Blackeye Doodle. Hungry for adventure, young Otto
and his Uncle Tooth set out to capture the mischievous thief and recover the stolen goods. But all is not
as it seems, and soon Otto must reach out to a troubled outsider and help him learn the value of
honesty and hard work. This heartwarming adventure for children ages 5 and up features music,
swashbuckling, and spooky fun. The production runs approximately one hour with no intermission and
the book will be on sale in the lobby.

The Mystery of the Pirate Ghost runs Saturday, January 12 — Sunday, February 17, 2013 at Lifeline
Theatre, 6912 N. Glenwood Ave. Press opening is Sunday, January 13 at 1 p.m. Regular
performance times are Saturdays and Sundays at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. (Previews are Saturday, January
12 at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.; and Sunday, January 13 at 11 a.m.) Ticket prices are $15 and may be
purchased at the Lifeline Theatre Box Office, 773.761.4477, or by visiting www.lifelinetheatre.com.

PLUS: Join Lifeline Theatre every Saturday and Sunday at 12 p.m. during the run of The Mystery of the
Pirate Ghost (following the 11 a.m. show, or before the 1 p.m. show) for our Stories Come Alive! Hour.
Children of all ages will get up close and personal with the book that inspired the play in an interactive
storytelling session, followed by theatre games exploring the characters, plot, and themes of the play.
The cost is only $10 per child. Reservations are encouraged, though not required. Contact the Lifeline
Theatre Box Office at 773-761-4477 for more information.

The complete cast and production team for The Mystery of the Pirate Ghost includes:

CAST: Guest artists Casey Cunningham (Otto), Josh Douglas (Uncle Tooth), Conor
McCahill (Joe Puffin/Ducky Doodle), Deanna Myers (Auntie Hick/Window Mole),
and Mike Ooi (Captain Poopdeck). With understudies Veronica Garza, Kirk
Osgood, and Greg Wenz
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CREW: Lifeline ensemble member Paul S. Holmquist (Director); with guest artists
S. Thomasin Barsotti (Adaptor), Michael James Brooks (Sound Designer), Gary
C. Echelmeyer (Lighting Designer), Meg Grgurich (Scenic & Properties
Designer), Troy Martin (Co-Composer), Katie Messmore (Stage Manager),
Kimberly G. Morris (Costume and Puppet Designer), and Matt Test (Co-
Composer).
Lifeline Theatre KidSeries presents The Mystery of the Pirate Ghost, running Saturday, January 12 —
Sunday, February 17, 2013 at Lifeline Theatre, 6912 N. Glenwood Ave. Press opening is Sunday,
January 13 at 1 p.m. Regular performance times are Saturdays and Sundays at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.
(Previews are Saturday, January 12 at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.; and Sunday, January 13 at 11 a.m.) Ticket
prices are $15 and may be purchased at the Lifeline Theatre Box Office, 773.761.4477, or by visiting
www lifelinetheatre.com.

Lifeline Theatre also offers “Name Your Price” tickets a half-hour before the show (subject to availability),
group rates and other discounts available upon request. A party room is available for full-service
birthday and special event parties. Free parking is available at the designated lot west of the theatre (NE
corner of Morse and Ravenswood) with free shuttle service before and after the show. Street parking is
also available and Lifeline Theatre is handicapped and CTA accessible (Red Line Morse stop/busses).

# # #

Now in its 30" season, Lifeline Theatre specializes in original literary adaptations. Its ensemble of artists uses
imaginative, unconventional staging to portray sprawling stories in an intimate space. Lifeline is committed to
promoting the arts in its Rogers Park neighborhood and is an anchor of the Glenwood Avenue Arts District.
We aspire to create art that is relevant to our culturally diverse, increasingly youthful neighborhood. Lifeline
Theatre — Big Stories, Up Close.

Founded in 1982, Lifeline is known for staging innovative adaptations of great works of fiction as well as
commissioning original work. Over the course of thirty years and more than one hundred and fifty productions,
Lifeline Theatre has made an indelible mark on the Chicago theatre scene and an invaluable contribution to the
theatre world at large. Lifeline’s dedicated artistic ensemble has developed a total of one hundred world premiere
literary adaptations and thirteen original plays, two dozen of which have had a life beyond their Lifeline premieres,
with nearly one hundred and fifty subsequent productions spread across more than thirty U.S. states, four
Canadian provinces, England, and Ireland. Additionally, two scripts developed at Lifeline Theatre have gone on to
U.S. national tours, and nine have been published.

Lifeline Theatre has garnered a total of forty-eight Jeff Awards (Equity and Non-Equity), including fourteen for New
Adaptation or New Work, and twenty-one After Dark Awards. The critics have said, “Few American theaters can do
this kind of thing — with such imagination, dignity, humor and judicious restraint — quite like the master storytellers at
Lifeline.” (Chicago Tribune, 5/12/10); and “Lifeline raises the bar on family theatre.” (Chicago Parent, 5/29/11).

Lifeline Theatre’s programs are partially supported by Alphawood Foundation; Elizabeth F. Cheney
Foundation; CityArts grant from the City of Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events; The
Common Cup; FGMK LLC; Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation; Lloyd A. Fry Foundation; The Grover
Hermann Foundation; lllinois Arts Council, a state agency; Ingridion; MacArthur Fund for Arts and Culture at
Prince; Netrix LLC; The Pauls Foundation; The Polk Bros. Foundation; S&C Foundation; Sudler Property
Management; The Woman'’s Club of Evanston; and the annual support of businesses and individuals.
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